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ReyRESENTING 
THE Morton Tut Dancers, 
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OF BEING 


CHRISTIANS without CHRISTIANIT Y. 


Written Originally | | 
By the Right Reverend Father in God, 


THOMAS WIL. SON, D. D. 


Biber of the 1 of Sodor and Man. 


— 1g — — 

Being An EXTRACT from His TREATISE, intituled: 
« The Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity Made Eaſy to 
Ii the Meaneſt Capacities. Or, An Eſſay towards An Inſtruc- 


« tion for The Indians.“ 
« WHICH will likewiſe be of Uſe to all fuch, who are 


« Called 1 But have not“ well confidered The 
« Meaning of The Religion, they Profeſs: or, Who pro- 
« feſs tp God; but, in their Works, Neoy Him. >«.,-* 
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H AD this Eſay been intended for the ſole Uſe of Heathen: ; 

things might have been omitted — But, when one ſees, 
even among Profeſſors of Chrifttanity, of All Denominations, 
tos many, who, with reſpedt either to Knowledge, or Practice, 
are not much better than Heathens : 

Upon this Mournful Conſideration, it was thought proper, 
to add Many Things, which, through the Bleſſing of God, may 
be of Uſe, to . K M. iſerable, and Unthoughtful, People, 

The Author's Preface, 
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ADVERTIZEMENT. 


HE following Little Eſſay is here reprinted, from 

the Original, in this detached, reduced, Form, 
for the primary and more immediate Uſe of St. Peter's 
Porteſham and- Langton Herring, in the County of 
Dorſet, and Dioceſe of Briſtol, at the Expence of the 
Editor, who ſtands charged with the Religious Cure, 
and Spiritual Government, of Souls, in the above ad- 
joining Pariſnes. By whom it is alſo intended for Dis 
tribution, in the Environs; with a charitable View, 
towards rooting out, if it may be, that deplorable 1g- 
norance, and inveterate Error, in the Concerns of God, 
and the Soul, which ſo lamentably abound, more or 
leſs, among both the Sexes, the ſeveral Ages, and the 
various Orders, of the People of this Deſerted Nation, 
in Country Life, more eſpecially: In Conſequence 
(among a Number of other fatal Cauſes) of the Want 
of Education, Literary and Religious. — 

AS the Publication is alſo circulated with the farther 
Defign of introducing, if poſſible, together with a De- 
gree of Knowledge, the Prafice of Religion, in the 
Exerciſe of Sobriety, Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs, 
(Perſonal, Family, and Parochial) in Oppoſition to 
that Lifeleſ:, Rubrical, Church-going, Religion, with, 
which mere National and Nominal Chriitians are, 
every where, ſo lamentably found contenting, amuſing, 
and deluding themſelves, 

IHE Editor is ſorry for having Occaſion to add (as 
he cannot, however, help doing in this Connection) 
That the humiliating Publication, in View, is ren- 
dered more eſpecially ſeaſonable, not to ſay, neceſſary, 
in the preſent melancholy Conjundure of our Reli- 
gious Intereſts: when the few Faithful are called upon, 
to © wreſtle, not with Fleſh and Blood” only, as uſual 
in the ordinary Courſe of the Chriſtian Warfare; but, 
in degrees, beyond the Example: of later Times, 
*« againſt Principalities, again Powers, againſt The 
* Rulers of The Darkne/; of This IVorld, againſt Spi— 


“ ritual Wickedneſs, in High Places,” While Po 
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vi ADVERTIZEMENT. 


pery is coming in upon us, like a Flood: in- effect of 
Implicit Tolerations, and Avowed Eftabliſhments. Po- 
PERY, that Great Horrid Corruption of Chriſtianity, 
which has ſo far over-ſpread The Weſtern World; as 
Mahometanijm, that other Great Horrid Corruption of 
Chiiſtianity, bas ſo far darkened the Face of The Eaſ- 
tern World. Poryery, which places All Religion in 
the Opus Operatum of The Sacraments (of which 100 
they have taken care to furniſh themſelves with no leſs 
than Seven) which are over-run, at the ſame Time, with 
a continued Protuberance of trifling and ſuperſtitious 
Ceremonies: Fortified, as theſe Sacraments are, with 
the wonder - working Co- operation of The Prieſtly 
Authority, ahd Miraculous Powers, PorPerY, which 
concerns not itſelf, in the midſt of. its proud, ſenſual, 
multifarious, Apparatus, and pompoys Proceſs, with 
The Enlighteoing The Underſtandings, with The Pu- 
rification of The Hearts, or, with The Reformation of 
The Lives, of its moſt Miſerable Votaries [which yet 
are the Seat, and Centre, of All Vital Religion.] 
Whom it leaves, on the contrary, after all, as Igno- 
rant, as Erroneous, and as Wicked, as the verieſt 
Heathens, of the Aſiatic, American, or African, Con- 
115ents --- Whom it gives-up, in a Word, after all, to 


The Deluſen, to The Danger, and to The Miſchief 


of being 
CurisTIANS WITHOUT CHRISTIANITY, 
St. Peter's Porteſham, 


The 14 January, 1775- Jonun Ruder. 


P. S. LEARN to wien POPERY ina True Light: As a 
Conſpiracy, to exalt the Power of the Clergy, even by ſub- 
jecting the maſi Sacred Truths of Religion to Contrivances for 
raifing Their Authority, and, by offering to the World 

AnxnoTHER METHOD or BEING SAVED; BESIDES Tur, 
Px £SCRIBLED In Tut GosrPEL. 


POPFRY is a Maſs of Impoftures ; ſupported by Men, wvho 
manage them, with Great Advantages, and impoſt them, with 
Tnexprefſible Severities, on thoſe, who dare call Any Thing in- 
queſtion, that They Didtate to them. 

Biſhop BUx NET. Thoughts concerning The Clergy, Hil- 
tory of his own Time. Concluſion. Vol. LV. p. 418. Octavo. 


London. 3753. The Fourth Edition. 


AN ARY. FAY. FAA ARY. 
S INTRODUCTION. 


HE RE are, among a great many others, to 

which we ſhall not now advert, Five Great 

Leading Popular Miſtakes, or, Popiſh Vulgar Errors, 

in,which Common People (not to fay, People in com- 

on, Retainers to Religion, in Chriſtian Countries) 

are more eſpecially apt to fall, in the Concerns of 
God and their Souls. N I 
o. I. 


Tus Firſt of theſe ſeveral Religious Miſtakes, or 
Popiſh Volgar Errors, which we have in preſent View, 
is this: 

„ Tus Subſtituting The Name, or, The Title, 
„of Chriſtian, for 'The Spirit, and The Principle, 
© of The Chriſtian : that is, The miſtaking The 
„% Name, for The Thing: or, The being called A 
« Chriſtian, for the being A Real Chriſtian.” 

« Fools turn Good Senſe upon its Head: They 
« take Names W 2 and Things for Names.” *® 

o, II. 

Taz Second Religious Miſtake, or Popiſh Vulgar 
Error, ia preſent Queſtion, lies, {ane 

In Peoples not diltinguiſhing properly between The 
Means of Religion, and The End of Religion : Bet 
unhappily miſtaking the Former, for the Latter : or, 
Confounding them together, in ſuch Manner, as not 
to ſee the Eſſential Difference, between The Religion 
of The Means, and The Religion of The End. 
WHarT ſignifies a Mechanic's having A Fine Sett of 
Tools; if he does no Work with them ? 

No. III. | 

Tus next of the Leading Religious Miſtakes, or 
Popiſh Vulgar Errors, in Religion, to which we ſhall 
refer, at this Time, diſcovers itſelf, 

Ix an undue Apprehenſion, concerning The Autho- 
rities, or The Powers, of The Chriſtian Miniſtry, un- 
der the preſent Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. 

A4 1 


*MAazgvuis of HALITAx. Miſcellany Obſervations. 


«« I ſee a Spirit, rifing among Us, too like that of 
*« the Church of Rome: of Advancing The Clergy, 
% beyond their due Authority, to an unjuſt Pitch,” * 

| 4 No. IV. | 

Tax Fourth of the Religious Miſtakes, or Popiſh 
Volgar Errors, in preſent View, conſiſts, ' 

Is Confounding The Mere Opus Operatum of 
Ordinances, with The Salutary Influences, and Great 
Benefits, reſulting from ſuch a due Diſcharge of Reli- 
gious Offices, as is attended, at the ſame Time, 
with a Divine Bleſſing, and a Saving Efficacy, on the 
Underſtandings, Hearts, and Lives, of the Subjects 
of them. 

Wag. ever miſtook Plowing and Sowing, and o- 
ther, the previous Operations of -Huſbandry, for A 
Crop, or The Harveſt ? — None, ſurely, but Idiots, 
and Madmen ! 

No. V. 


Tus Fifth and Laſt Great Religious Miſtake, or 
Popiſh Vulgar Error, in Religion, which we hall 
bring to Account here, is this [Which is, indeed, an 
Inference from, or, a Conſequence of, hat, immedi- 
ately preceding] namely, | 

THrar All Religion lies, in what is popularly call- 
ed, 4 Ceming to Church : or, in An Attendance on the 
Oliices of Public Worſhip, 

Ar b, conſequently, That a Man may have as much 
of Religion, as is ſufficient to make him A Good Chril- 
tian, while he lives, and to carry him to Heaven, 
when he dies, in mere Effect, or abſolute Virtue, of 
this Attendance on the Offices of Public Worſhip. 

TrHouGn theſe Offices do not appear at the ſame 
Time to have any ſzlatary Effects towards ame- 
liorating the Man, conſidered in any View. Since, 
he is {till found to be, what St. Paul calls, A Na- 
tural Man,“ to all Intents and Purpoſes : and lives 
on, accordingly, in a Courſe of Ignorance and Error 


* Biſhop Buzxer. Hiſtory of His own Time. | Concluſion. 
Vol. IV. p. 418. Octavo. London. 1753-—See What the Author 
ſays of Dodwell's ** Extravagant Notions,” as he calls them. 
See alfo The TaTLzz. Vol. III. No. 187, as a Specimen. g 
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of Underſtanding ; of vile Affections, in his Heart, 
Mind, and Diſpoſition ; and of Inſobriety, Unrigbte- 
ouſneſs, and Ungodlineſs, of Life and Converſation. 
THEsE miſtaken People, here referred to, Retainers 
to this Error, bave no Idea of perſonal, and domeſtic 
Religion, h. e. of The Religion of The Cloſet, and 
of The Family: Whereas, Nothiog is more evident, 
than that they ought to have done the Duties of theſe 
as well as not to have left the other Undoge—— 
Abp. Tittorson, accordiogly aſſerts, That thoſe 
«« Houſeholds, who are Strangers to Family Worſhip, 
« are ſo far from being to be conſidered as Families of 
„ Chriſtians ; that they have evidently No Religion at 
„all: either Revealed, or Natural :”” h. e. They are 
neither Good Chriſtians, nor Good Heathens*—Since, 
it is well known, That even the Heathens had their 
LaREs, and PENATEs, or Houſhold Gods; to whom, 
accordingly, they paid their Perſonal, and Family, 
Addreſſes, * Works. Vol. I. Sermon L. Concerning 
Family Religion. Folio. London, 1696. 

SUCH, then, are the Five Several Great Popular. 
Miſtakes, or Popiſh Vulgar Errors, with a Particular. 
View to the Annumeration of which, we ſat out. 
Havinc prefixed the above, by Way of [IxTrRopyc- : 
TION, the Editor procedes to the Conſequent Part 
of the Deſign in View : by producing the Senſe of a 
Number of ReſpeQable Writers, relative to the Several“ 
Articles of the Dangerous Miſtakes, or Pernicious Er- 
rors, in Queſtion, .. 


And, This will we do; if God Permit. 
An p, to begin with Something like 
A DISCUSSION OF THE FIRST 
Of The Above Popular Miſtakes _ .. 

Or, 'REt1c1ious PoptshH VULGAR ERRORS: 
That is to ſay, -. 3 

Tur Subpituting The Name, or Title, of The Chri/-/ 

tian, for The Spirit, and Principle, of The Chriſtiau. 

That is, The Miſftaking T he Name, for The Thing: or, 4 

Being called Chriſtians, for * Real Chriſtians, : 


5 Ax p, > 
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And, in order to expoſe the Falſity and Ill- Con- 
Rag” of this very Dangerous Miſtake, the ColleQor 
will content himſelf, for the preſent, with laying before 
the Reader the Teſtimony of one Single Author : To 
Whom, however, from his Age and Standing (in the 
Church of England Branch of The Catholic Church) 
no little Deference, it is preſumed, can be judged Due. 

We mean, here, no other than 
The Right Reverend Father in God, 
THOMAS WILSON, D.D. 
_ Biſhop of Sodor and Man. 

Whoſe DiA Locus to this Purpoſe, between 4 Chr;/- 
tian Miſtonary and A Heathen Indian, We are now about 
to produce to Public View, and ſubject to the Serious 
Conſideration of All, whom it may concern : Who, to 
ſay the Truth, are, we are afraid, not a few ; as much 
as we may eſteem That, in which we may have been 
born, and find ourſelves brought up, A Chriſtian 
Country. 

Arp may the Solemn Inquiry, which was found 
iſſuing, from the Eleven Apoſtles, on another Occaſion, 
be heard circulating among the Readers of this very 
Intereſting Colloquy ; and may they be induced, as 
they procede in it to cry out (as well in the Spirit, as 
in the Language of thoſe Holy Men) 

Lord! 1? Lorp! [5t TP 

That is, „Am I one of thoſe Poor, Deluded, Pre- 
„% ſumptuous, Creatures, who are called Chrifians ; 
« While I am, at the ſame Time, Without Chriftianity?”?. 

AnD, we pray A. God give ſuch ſolicitous Readers an 
Anſwer of Peace, to this moſt Solemn, and very in- 


tereſting, Inquiry! 
8 "2 „ THE 


A Miſfonary, in the modern Senſe of the Word, is One, 
who is Sent to Propagate The Goſpel, in Foreign Parts, 


SLE FLEE 


De 
: THE 1 
8 DELUSION, DANGER, 
n at's 
err 
: | ; OF BEING 
« To | 
ME CuRISTIANS, without CHRISTIANITY. 
> Bn | | 
4 Indian. 
1 OST kind Sir, I left you with a very earneſt 


Defire of being baptized ; but you ſaid, you 
had ſomething-of Moment to ſay to me, before | was 
to take upon me the Character of a Chriſtian: For 
that Reaſon I am now come to wait on you. 


Miſfionary. 


To tell you the Truth, then, notwithſtanding the - 
Pains I have taken to inſtru you, and to ſhew you, both 
your true Intereſt, and your great Danger, in not follow» 
ing it, I cannot but be afraid, leſt, when you come to 
be more converſant with the World, — inſtead of 
finding the good Fruits, which you might naturally 
expect from ſo excellent a Religion, you ſhould find 
amongſt too many, profeſling that Religion, little or 
no Fear of God, nor any true Concern fer themſelves, 
or for what muſt come hereafter ; — I cannot but be 
afraid; therefore, leſt, ſeeing this, you ſhould be tempt- 
ed to /u/pe# the Truths, I have told you; and ſo either 
renounce Chriſtianity, or elſe content yourſelf, as too 
many do, with the borrowed Name of a Chriſtian, and 
with mere Shadows of Religion, without endeavouring 
aſter that ſubfantial Holine/s, without which, no Man 
wult ever hope to be happy. | 
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briſtians Without Chriſtianity. 
n very thankful for your Concern for me, 
bear with Attention the Inſtruftions, you 
pleaſed to give, for preventing my Fall. 
ou muſt know then, That the Chriftian 
Religion is intended by God to cure the Corruption of 
our Nature, and to make us happy, by making us holy, 
juſt, and good; — by making Chriſtians the beſt Neigh- 
bours, the trueſt Friends, —the kindeſt Mafters, the moſt 
faithful Servants, —the beſt Huſbands and Wives, the 
moſt careful and tender Parents, and the moſt dutiful 
Children, — the juſteſt Magi/ftrates, and the moſt faith- 
fol and obedient Subjetsz—and, above all, the de- 
vouteſt Vorſbipers of the true and only God, and ſtrict 
Obſervers of his Laws.— Now, my Fears are, —That, 
when you ſhall ſee too many Chriſtians live without any 
Regard to theſe Duties, profe//ing to know God, but in 
their Works denying bim; — | ſay, again, I cannot but 
be afraid for you, —leſt you ſhould forget THe HOL x 
CovenAaNnT, you made with God, when you were 
baptized, —and fall inſenfibly into the Way. of the 
World, which leads to Deſtruction. | 
IJ. Pray, Sir, what do you mean by the Way of the 
* World? 

M. I mean, that ſad, but too common Deluſion, 
* of being Chriſtians, without Chriſtianity :*—That is— 
of profe//ing to obey the Laws, and to follow the Exam- 
ple of Chriſt, and, at the ſame time, leading carele/5 
and unchriſtian Lives: by which God is exceed- 
ingly diſhonoured ;-——the Goſpel deſpiſed ;—and too, 
too many deceived, to their everlaſting Ruin ;—the ill 
Conſequences of which can never be ſufficiently la- 
mented :———PFor the poor Heathens obſerving, That 
theſe People call themſelves Chriftians; and yet ſee- 
ing them corrupt in their Manners, Contemners of the 
God they worſhip, and his laws; minding neither 
his Promiſes, nor Threats, —but having their Hearts 
wholly ſet upon their worldly Intereſts, or Pleaſures ;— 
they, ſeeing this, do very naturally conclude, ——T at, 
if ſuch People as theſe can think themſelves ſecure of Hap- 
pine/s, inthe next Life, no one needs to be concerned, Whe- 
ther he be an HEATHEN, or a CHRISTIAN, i this 


3 - | i I. You 
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Obriſtians Mitbout Chriſtianity. 13 
Z. Vou remember, Sir, what I told yeu before, 
That this very Thing had once made me reſolve ne- 
ver to think of becoming a Chriſtian; till you aſſured” 
me, That ſuch People, as theſe, are no TRUE 
* CHRISTIANS 3-——but are either wholly ignorant of 
© what they profeſs, or deceive themſelves with the 
« Thovghts, That there is ſomething i the very Name 
6 of a Chriſtian, which may recommend them to the. 
© Favour of God, and ſave them from his Diſpleaſure, 
and their own ruin.” 
M. I told you the Truth, and what the Son of God: 
hath, commanded all Mankind to take Notice of; — 
« That not every one, who calls himſelf a Chriſtian, 
«* ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but ſuch 
only, as do the Will of his Father, who is in Heaven, 
© and obſerve his Laws.“ 
J. * I ſhall be very tbankſul, if you will let me 
* know, who they are, that thus delude and deceive 
* themſelves, that I may not follow them to my Ruin.“ 
M. I muſt firſt tell you, That there are thoſe among it 
us, who, being wiſe in their own Conceits, will not re- 
ceive the Son of God, as their Teacher, nor his Goſpel, 
as the Rule of their Faith and Manners :— Now theſe. 
Men often lead ſuch People into very dangerous Errors 
who do not know, or conſider, upon what certain Proofs 
the Truths of the Goſpel are met ſurely believed among ft 
us, | 
J. I hope my Belief in the Goſpel is confirmed. 
* ſufficiently, both by the many and wonderful Mira- 
cles of Chriſt, and eſpecially by his Reſurrection from 
© the Dead.” 
M. But, you muſt not forget, That your Faith, and 
the Increaſe and Continuance of it, is the Gift of God; which 
you mult pray for, if ever you hope to be preſerved free 
from Error, 6 1 
J. Well, it is ſtrange, however, that People of 
* Underſtanding, in other things, who cannot but ſee 
bow much we are apt to be miſtaken, in the common 
Affairs of Life, ſhould, in Matters of the greateſt 
* Concern, wholly depend upon their own Viſdem 
and Power, even where God hath undertaken to di- 
rect and aſſiſt us.” | 
M, You 
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14 Chriftians Without Chriſtianity. 
M. Von will not wonder at this, if you remember, 

what hath been ſo often repeated and proved: — That 
ſach is the Corruption of our Nature, that, when any 
Man, through a proud Conceit of his own Viſdem and 
$1rength, ſhall provoke God to forfake and leave him 
to himfelf; that Man will be capable of believing, 
and doing, the moſt unreaſonable Things, to which an 
evil Spirit, or his own corrupt Heart, can tempt him. 

J. Pray, Sir, what other Miſtakes are there 
* amongſt Chriſtians, which endanger their Salva- 
tion ?? a : 

M. There are too many, who, for want of Attention 
to the good Inſtructiops, which are given them, con- 
ſider not, How they /zve,. nor, What will become of 
them, when they diz 5 —who know not the Evil of Sin, 
nor the Miſchiefs, it has brought into the World ;— 
how hateful it is to an haly God, — how ſtrict his Com- 
mands are, to avoid it; and what the Portion of Sin- 
ners, in the next Life, is to be; and therefore pro- 
poſe no other End to themſelves, in this Life, but only 
to live and to die, as eaſy, as they can.-Be/ade thoſe, 
who walk in Darkneſs, and know not whither they go, and 
are ſecure, becauſe ignorant, —— there are others, that 
are even afraid of being inſtructed. 

J. That is ſtrange indeed.“ ; 

M. But it is true: And the reaſon is, Becauſe, if 
we deal faithfully with Sinners, we muſt te/7ifie againſt 
them, That their Deeds are evil, and that they are in 
very great Danger, if they do not forſake their beloved 
Sins; and then they will hate both us, and thoſe un- 
welcome Truths, which condemn them, and their Way 
of Life: No wonder therefore, that Both theſe Sorts 
of Chriſtians, by their unrighteous Lives, furniſh Un- 
believers with Arguments for perſiſting in their Obſti- 
nacy,---and hazard their own Salvation. . 
There are others alſo, who have been better in ſotm- 
ed, and perhaps well inclined; But ſuffering their 
Hearts to be poſſeſſed with the Love of the World, its 
Bunt, | Riches, or Pleaſures, they loſe thereby the 
Knowledpe and Remembrance of the Truth, and for- 
get their good Purpoſes, and fall into the Way of Liv. 
10g, which the Chriſliaa Religion condemns, . 
I's + . WAIC 
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which will be puniſhed with the Loſs of Headen and 
Happineſs. 
And there are too many, who, having not caſt off 
all Fear of God, and Concern for their Souls, do yet 
content themſelves with a punctual Performance of the 
external Part of Religion; vaioly thinking, That an 
| outward Shew of religious Worſhip will atone for the 
Want of that inward Purity of Heart, which is indiſ- 
penſably required from every Chriſtian. 
J. I would be glad to know, who this Sort of 
* miſtaken Chriſtians are.” | 
M. Befide thoſe already mentioned, there are many, 
who, though they know themſelves not to be in the Way 
of Salvation, make their Minds eaſy, by purpoſing 
to repent, and be converted: Foolifhly ſuppoſing, 
That Repentance is ab/olutely in their own Power z—at 
the ſame Time, provoking God, who alone can give 
them the Grace of Converſion, to leave them to their 
own Choice and Deſtruction. | 
Others flatter themſelves, That Repentance and a 
Change of Life, are only required, where Pevple have 
been guilty of great and /candaloxs Sins; ſuch as Murder, 
Adultery, and the like; Not conſidering, That a Men 
who is innocent of great Crimes, may be far from be- 
iog a true Chriſtian, and in the Way of Salyation:— 
The beſt of Men ſtanding in Need of Repentance and 
Pardon, and of the Mercy of God. 
J. * I have heard, That Chriſtians do indeed de- 
* pend very much upon the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
« God.“ 1 
M. And fo they may; and ſo they ought to do: 
Provided they do not deceive themſelves, by abufing 
his Mercy, aubich is intended to lead Men to Repentance 
and Amendment of Lift. ; i 
2 * Pray, how do Men abuſe this Mercy of 
6 1 
M. When they continue to live in any 4nown Sin, 
or wilfully negle& any 4nows Duty; and yet hope, 
That God, of his great Mercy, will forgive them. 
J. * You have often mentioned the Corruption and 
* Weakneſs of human Nature; Will not this plead our 
© Excuſe, and prevail with ſo good-and merciful 2 Be» 
| ing 
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16 Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity. 
© ing as is A, God, to pardon ſuch, as have not done 
© what he hath commanded ?e* 

M. Yes: And he hath faithfully promiſed, That 
upon Condition of their Repentance, and Amendment of 
Life (according to the Terms and Conditions in the 
Goſpel) he will pardon the greateſt of Sinners. 


4.43 2 they will ſay, That they are not able 
* to perform theſe Conditions.” 


M. What would you think of one, who ſhould make 
that an Excuſe, and yet would be ſorry to be made able, 
only becauſe he is wnwi/ling to part with his Sins ? 

J. * Such an one, to be ſure, complains without 
« Reaſon, and his Ruin will be from himſelf.” 

M. And. yet this is the Caſe of all careleſs and wick- 
ed Chriſtians, -God would have all his Creatures hap- 

y ;—-He knows, That Man can never be happy, till 

is corrupt Nature be mended ;—He has therefore, as 
I told you before, appointed the Chriſtian Religion, as 
the moſt effectual Means of our Recovery from Sin 
unto Holineſs. —By which we are taught to depend 
upon the Almighty Power of God (even that Almight 
Poaver which raiſed Jeſus Chrift from the Dead) to raiſe 
us from the Death of Sin, unto the Life of Righteouſ- 
neſs; by enabling us to e, to re/i/t, to overcome, and 
to root out, whatever is evil in us, and to reſtore us to 
the Image of God, in which Man was at firſt created. — 
Chriſtians, therefore, do but delude themſelves,: and 
blaſpheme God, when they pretend, they cannot do, 
what he requires of them, in order to their Happineſs. 

And to name no more Ways, at preſent, by which 
Men deceive themſelves, to their Ruin: Very great is 
the Number of ſuch, as depend upon a Death- Bed Re- 
pentance, for the making their Peace with God, and 
fitting themſelves for Heaven ;—living, in the mean 
time, evitbout God in the World, neither fearing his Anger, 
nor regarding his Promiſes. f by 

J. Indeed, Sir, theſe are all ſad Miſtakes; and 
© hope I ſhall not fall into any of them.“ | 
M. I hope ſo too ;—But then you muſt be very Bum- 
ble, and always fear for yourfelf, and beg of God to 
keep you from ſuch Miſtakes, which are the Ruin. of: ſo 
many, who yet call, and think, themſelves to be Chriſ- 


tians ; 
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Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity, 17 
tians;—Otherwiſe, your being made a Chriſtian [that 
is, a Titular, or Nominal, Chriſtian] will not ſecure you 
from Danger. 

I. Pray, Sir, what are the Things, which are moſt 
« likely to offend the good Spirit of God, and force him 
to forſake ſuch, as are dedicated to him, and put un- 
der his Protection?“ , 

17, In the Firſt place; Chriſtians do grieve that 
good Spirit, —by neglecting to improve the Graces, 
beſtowed upon them ;---For, this is a Rule of the Goſ- 
pel, —That to him, who makes good Uſe of the Fawours, 
which God hath given him, God will give more; and he 
who will not do fo, ſhall loſe what he had. 

IJ. I hope I ſhall not forget this Rule of Truth.“ 

M. Ia the next Place, A Chriſtian runs the Ha- 
zard of loſing the Help and Comfort of the Spirit of 
God, by returning into that Way of Life, and to thoſe 
Sins, which he renounced at his Baptiſm ; eſpecially 
when he falls into, and continues in any known and 
wilful Sin 3— for then he will naturally hate God, and 
God will forſake him, 

J. Hate the God, that made us?” 

M. Why, as monſttous a Sin, as you think Phat to 
be, it is certainly true :—For any Man, whoſe Conſci- 
ence tells him, That he is always doing that, which 
muſt offend an holy, ju/t, and powerful God; cannot 
but wiſh, there was no ſuch Being, to call him to an 
Account, and to puniſh him ; nor can he poſlibly love 
ſuch a Being. | | 

Thirdly, Another Way of Grieving The Holy Spi- 
rit is, by neglecting (which in Truth is deſpiſing) 
thoſe Means of Grace, which Jeſus Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed to bring Men into, and to keep them ia, the 
Way of Salvation. | 

J. * I have not forgot, what you have formerly told 
* me; That the hearing and ſeriouſly thinking of 
the Word of God, in which a Chiiſtian's Duty is 
contain'd, as well as the Promiſes to encourage, and 
the Puniſhments to deter us; is one of thoſe Means, 
2 ſpeak of, moſt proper to convert Men, and to 

eep them in the Favour of God.“ ö 
M. And the others are; -The Holy . 

whic 
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18 Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity, 

which Chriſt bimſelFhath appointed; the one, To re. 

ceive Men into his Church ; and the other, To enable 

. _ to grow in Grace, ** after they are admitted into 
t. "| 

Now, as the Uſe of theſe Means, join'd with earneſt 
Prayer to God, for Light, to diſcover what is evil in us, 
and for Power, to root it out, is the ſure Way of pre- 
ſerving the Fellowſhip of The Holy Spirit; ſo, when 
any Chriſtian, depending upon his own Reaſon, Wiſdom, 
or Power, and forgetting that all our Sufficiency, to ds 
any Good, is of God, does neglect theſe Means; the good 
Spirit will forſake ſach a Perſon, and leave him to him- 
ſelf, and to the Deluſion and Government of evil Spi- 
Tits; which, without a ſincere Repentance, will be his 
Ruin. And moſt of all, when he truſts to any thing, 
he has done, as meritorious, in the Sight of God, 
inſtead of that, which Chriſt has done, and ſuffered, 
for him, | 

J. This, I hope, will be a Warning to me, never 

© to neglect theſe Means of Grace and Safety. 

M. And TI hope too, that you will never forget 7s 
give God the Glory of all the Geed, you do: for be aſſur'd 
of this,—T hat neither the Reaſonableneſs of any Duty, 
nor the Baſene/s of any Sin, nor any other Confidera- 
tion, can enable you to do what is good, and well-pleaſfing 
to God, or to avoid what is evil, but only his Grace, and 
that good Spirit to whom you are dedicated, at your 
Baptiſm, To Him you muſt apply for Light, to ſee 
your Duty, and for Strength, to perform it z——and 10 
Him you muſt give all the Glory. 

J. * Since there are ſo many Bad CHRISsTIANsS, to 

© be met with; I ſhould be glad to know, Who they 
© are, whoſe Example I may ſafely follow? 
M. 1I would pot adviſe you to make the Lives and 
Actions of other People altogether a Pattern for yourſelf 
to follow"; but always rather have an Eye to what you 
believe will pleaſe, or diſpleaſe, God ; and what you 
know he has commanded, or forbidden ;5—— Although 
Good and Bad Chriſtians may, for the moſt part, be 
known, by the Lives, they lead ; as a Tree is known by 
its Fruit. 4 | 

When, therefore, you ſee Men pay a great Regard 

| to 


* 


r 
1 


7 a? 2 2 % 1 * „ - gy a 
_—— 7 ed” ems. , r T DESDE RRCx 


n 


* 1 184 "I 1 ky * , * . a — 2 9 A * S 
r ͤ:! SCCRSEATRICS N ³ w-w Q ůÄ o.ÞÞ9 


r 


- 


2 CARD EE. EDT — — — — — 


— - — — 


» 
—U— — m_ 


N 


hb 
LS. 


* Þ 
1 
1 
11 
1 
4 


— 


— — — — 


— 2 — * — * 


— TIT P — 
N * f — 


Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity. 19 
> Cod and his Laws ; honouring bis Holy Name, his 
Day, bis Houſe, and his Ford; and every thing belong- 
g to him ben you ſee them ju/, and find, and 
erciful, and net given to Revenge; but ready to forgive, 
nd give, and love, as becomes the Followers of Chriſt; 
when you ſee them 7/emperate and chaſte, modeft, and 
umble, and dealing with others, as they themſelves would 
dealt with ;5-=You will have Reaſon to take theſe 
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mM, pr Good Chriſtians; if you are convinced, That they do 
do heſe Things out of Lowe and Obedience to God; and 
od s the Fruit of Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

n- On the other Hand, —If you ſee, among thoſe, who 


Wall themſelves Chriſtians, ſuch as make no Conſcience 
f their Ways; but lead carele/s, idle, w/cle/s, or diſor- 
rh, Lives ;—exceeding fond of the World, and its Va- 
ies; —and ſtriving to be rich, and great at any Rate; 
if you ſee any, that live in Adultery, or Fornication, or 
What are Drunkards, Spendthrifts, Covetous, or Oppreſ- 
Wor; ;—if you fee Parents, unconcern'd for their Chil» 
tens eternal Welfare, ——- Haſbands and Vive, ſor- 
etting, or breaking, their Matriage Vows ;j———= Maſters 
nd Servants acting, in the Courſe of their Behaviour, 


ty, s if they were inſenſible, that they have a Majer in 
ra- eaven z if you ſee Men in Power regardleſs of the 
ing onour of that God, whoſe Repreſentatives they are: 
nd If you ſee, I ſay, ſuch Malevolent Appearances, as 
"ur heſe, attending Men's Lives, and Converſations, in the 
ſee WY or 1d ;]----you mey be very ſure, That 75e, and /uch 


s theſe, —— ARE CHRISTIANS, WITHOUT CHR1s- 
IANITY, and will be liable to a moſt ſevere Judge- 
ent, for their oppoſing the gracious Deſigns of God, 
nd of his Sen Jeſus Chriſt, - 
J. Pray, Sir, what do you mean by oppoſing 


nd the deſigns of God and of Chriſt? ” 
elf M. Why, God is ſo good and merciful, That he 
ou ou'd have all Men to be ſaved, and to come to the Knows 
ou e the Truth. 
gh Now all ſuch as, z/urping the Name of CarisT1- 
be Ns, do lead UncyrisTian Lives, theſe oppoſe their "1 
| by laker, in bis moſt gracious Deſigns, bringing an evil 
deport upon Chriſtianity, as if nothing good were to 

ard © got by i. making the ignorant Heathens to _E 

to that 
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20 Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity. 
that for Chriſtianity, which is /ar/bef from it, 
By which they hinder ſuch as might otherwiſe deſire to 
become Chriſtians ;=—They confirm Unbelievers, in 
their Infidelity ; and /erwe all the Defigns of Satan, in 
oppoſing the Kingdom of Chriſt : And therefore 
muſt of Neceſſity be more hateful to God, and their Pu- 
ni{hment be greater, than that of the Heathens them. 
felves; as much as they now deſpiſe thoſe poor people, 
J. * You have convinced me, Sir, of © the Danger 
% of being a CAN ISTIAN, WITHOUT CHRISTIAN- 
«K TY, '—— Will you be ſo kind as to ſhew me, How 
© I may avoid falling into ſuch a Way of Life, as, 
* ſeems, too many do ?? 
M. I. In the firſt Place Conſider what a Bleſſing it is, 
that you are not ſtill in Darkneſs; but that you are 
come to the Knowledge of your Maker, and of che 
Way to pleaſe him; whereby you will be happy, when Wl 
you — whatever your Lot may have been, in thi: Wl 
World. 


II. And, in the next Place; Keep it always in your Wl 

Mind, — That Tus Gow, whom you have choſen to Wl 

ſerve, is every where preſent ; ſo that if, at any Time, 

you offend him, you cffend, in his very Preſence, a 
eing, who hath Power to puniſh you for ever. 

III. Be careful farther to keep yourſelf always ſo⸗ 
ber ; — Dz UnNKENNEs8 and INTEMPERANCE dif- 
der our Reaſoh, and make us forget our beſt Reſo!u- Wl 
tions, and the Dangers, which encompaſs us. 7 

IV. Withal, Do not ſet your Heart upon this Vorl., 
its Honours, Ricues, or PLeasuRes ; for, beſide 
that you muſt ſoon leave them, they will be apt to 
make you forget what you will gain, or loſe, by being 
a Good, or a Bad, Chriſtian. | 

V. Once More: never fanſy, That any Sin is ſmal]; 
© for the leaſt known Sin, continued in, will lead to 
a preater;* and, if you ſhould provoke The Spin 
of God to forſake you, you will be capable of con- 
mitting the very greateſt Crimes. Human Nature, as i 
is now corrupt, is the /ame in all Men; — We ae a 
ſubject to Temptations; — and if ever, by our repeat 
Crimes, we ſhould force The Spirit of God to leave vi 
to Ourſelves, no Man can tell, no Man can foreſee, wii 

| barbarcu 
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© Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity. a 


parbarous Wickedneſs he ſhall be tempted to com- 
mit; — nor what unwelcome, unlook'd for, Calamities 
he may bring upon himſelf, while he goes from Sin 
10 Sin, till he meets with Deſtrution, | 
For no man continues long at one certain Pitch of 
Wickedneſs ; For not only one evil Habit begets ano - 
ther, but the more a Man fins, the % capable he makes 
himſelf of judging at Sin is, and the dreadful Con- 
ſequences of continuing in it.— And the Influences of 
God's Holy Spirit, and the gracious Interpoſitions of 
Providence, have ſtill leſs Effect upon his Mind and 
Soul, till he has quite forgotten his Maker, ——till he 
has fill'd up the 1 of his Iniquities, and till 
he meets with Deſtruction, generally in this World, as 
well as moſt aſſuredly, in the next. | 
Whenever, therefore, you are ſenfible you have done 
amiſs, delay not one Moment to beg of God to pardon 
you, For Chriſt's Sake, and to give you Grace to do 
ſo no more. a 

And forget not an excellent Rule, [which I have 
formerly mentioned] to direct you in moſt Actions 
of Moment :—* Do not, at your Peril, undertake. any 
* thing, which you cannot, with Confidence, beg of 
God to bleſs and proſper you in.“ 

Laſtly, and above all, Remember what cannot too 
often be repeated, That without Faith, [4 Faith, which 
depends on the Merits of Jeſus Chrift for Salvation,—-a 
Faith which aworketh by Love; which purifies the Heart; 
overcomes the World; and keeps the Commandments of God; ] 
you cannot poſſibly live, as becomes a True Chriſtian. 
J. I beg you will explain what you mean, by this 
* [Faith, of which you ſpeak.”] | 
M. By this Faith, we mean——a deep, real Senſe, 
and firm Belief, of the Mercy and Love of God, for his 
poor fallen and 4% Creatures, and his kind Propoſal, 
by his own Son, to make them happy for ever. 
This is that ſaving Faith, which will lead a Chriſtian 
moſt powerfully to love God, and obey his Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt, 2 aum he hath given all Power, in Heaven and 
in Earth : This is that Faith, which will purifie your 
Heart; which will lead you to Repentance ; and keep 
you in the Way to eternal Life——— And this is what 

» you 


JJ oo 2 Rr ES 


n ne) 2 


r 


E 44 LAGS 


. o 


OO 16 3 ee ONT OTE oe nn 


» 
a 


— — — — — _— 


— — - CO 


— — — 58 — — ——— — 


— 


— — —— — — — — . RO m" 


5 —— _ 
” IRS 
a - * 


and perform what I have promiſed.” 


upon your ob/erving, or negleRing, the Vous and Pro: 
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22 Chriſtians Without Chriſtianity. 
vou muſt beg of God (for this Faith is his Gift and 
that he may increaſe it, in you, unto your Life's End. 

J. » hope, I ſhall never forget to pray for ſo ne. 
© ceflary a Grace. 

M. I have only a few Queſtions to aſk you, in order 
to your being baptized, which you muſt anſwer (to 
God) when you are call'd upon to make a public Pro- 
ſeſſion of Chriſtianity. 

I. And firſt,.— Con ſider whether there are any Va 
of Lift or Cafloms, which, at preſent, you are fond of, 
which you will not utterly for/ake, when you ſhall be 
convinced, that they are forbidden by God, or diſplea- 
fing to him. | | 

+ * I know of none, which I will not forſake, in or- 
der to pleaſe God.” 

II. M. Will you fincerely devote yourſelf 7s God, 
the Father and Maker of all Things; that you may 
become his faithful Servant anto your Life's End ? 

I. I purpoſe, by his Help, to do ſo; and to be. 
* come ſuch,” 

III. M. Will you, with the ſame Sincerity, devote 
yourſelf to bis Son, our Lord Feſus Chrift ; for whoſe 
Sake God has promiſed to pardon all your Sins, to re- 
ceive you into Favour, and to make you happy; if you 
continue to obey him all your Days? 

J. This 1 folly purpoſe to do.” 

M. Laſtly, --- Will you dedicate and devote yourſelf 
to-The Holy Spirit, that Good Spirit; that He may, by 
bis all-powerful Grace and Help, keep you from Sin 
and Wiekedneſs, and affiſt you io the Way of Holineſs 
and Happineſs ; that you may never be a Reproach to 
that Religion, which you are going to profeſs ? 

J. 1 will moſtghankfally 29 myſelf to Him; 
© that, by his Aſſiſtance, I may be able to pleaſe God, 


M. You will not fail to do ſo, if you often conſider, 
That your everlaſting Happineſs, or Miſery, will depend 


mi ſes, you make at your Bapri/m. 
« And if to this, you add your fincere Prayers to God, 


undertake, he will moſt ſurely Bear your Prayers, and 
grant your Petitions. Con cLusiox. 


* 4 — — 


* 
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SUCH is the DraLoGuE of our Right Reverend Author, 
the Pious Biſhop of Sodor and Man, intituled : | 
The Deluſion, The Danger, and The Miſchief, of being 
Chriftians without Chriflianity. 
OR is the Reader to imagine, That, what is here 
advanced, by this very Serious and Judicious 
Writer, is aprivate Notion of hisown. Since, he is found 
ſaying Nothing more, than What has been delivered, 
over and over again, by Numberleſs Authors, of the 
different Nations, and ſeveral Communions, of The 
Catholic Church, in the various Ages of Time. Of 
which the Editor may, perhaps, give the Publick A 
Sp-cimen, in A Collection of Authorities, to this Pur- 
poſe, that ſhall follow, in due Seaſon, by way of 
APPENDIX, to the preceding Dialogue. 
ConcLupinc, in the mean while, with the follow- 
ing PRAYER and PsaLM. | 
, nm e UP UDP UNS UN UDPUUN CGD VILNUUNLSN 


A PRAYER, for The Anniverſary of the Crucihxion 


of CHRIST : Or, The Chriſtian Paſſover. * 
MogT MERCIFUL -GoD! Who bafl made All Men, 
and hatefi Nothing, that Thou hafl made; nor wwouldeft 

the Death of a Sinner ; but, rather that be ſhould be Con- 

verted, and Live! . 

Have Mercy upon All Heathens, Jews, Mahometans, Pa- 

pifls, and mere Nominal and National, Proteflant, Wicked 

[prophane and bypocritizal) Chriflians! And, take from Them 

all Ignorance, and Error, of Underflanding ; all Hardneſs of 

Heart; and Contempt of Thy Word, and Commandment, in 

their Lives and Converſations! And ſo fetch Them Home, 

Bleſſed Lord! to Thy Flock, that They may be made One Fold, 

under One Shepherd. And, as the Hapt Reſult of the Whole, 

be 2 Javed, among the Remnant of the True If- 
raeltes ! has 

We aſt it, for the Sake of Chris, the Common Me- 

diator ! Who is, as well, A Light, to lighten the Gentiles, as 

the Glory of His more immediate People, Iſrael ! 
; Wuo kyeth, and reigneib, with Thee, and The Hel Spi- 
rit; One Gad, World withgut End! Chorus. AMEN 


_ *Wuar is looſely ealled, by Us (from 1 — Good Friday, 
1s denominated, more properly, by the Welch: Dydd Cuener 
od, Croeglid — Which anſwers to Crucifixion Friday, in Engliſh: The 

true Name of the Day; conſidering it, as The Anniverſary of 
Chriſt's Crucifixion, h. e. The Chriſtian Faſſoyer, 


EIN 
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THE REvEREND, INGENlOUs, LEARNED, AND Piovs, 3 


PSALM L. Imitated. 


BY 


FA ; 
1 


Isaac Warrs, D. D. 


[The latter Part of this Fiftieth Pſalm is deſigned To Expoſe, 


and Terrifie, Formal Worſhippers, and Hypocrites.] 


I. 


HE Lord, the Judge, his Churches, warns: 
Let Hypocrites attend, and fear; 
Who place their Hope, in Rates and Forms ; 
But make not Faith, nor Love, their Care. 
| II. | 


Vile Wretches dare rehearſe his Name, 
With Lips of Falſhood, and Deceit ; 
A Friend, or Brother, they defame; 
And ſoothe, and flatter, thoſe they hate. 

IE. - 
They watch, to do their Neighbours Wrong, 
Yet dare to ſeek their Maker's Face: 
They take his Covenant on their Tongue, 
But break his Laws, abuſe his Grace. 

IV. 
To Heaven, they lift their Hands, unclean, 
Defil'd with Luſt, defiPd with Blood: 
By Night, they practiſe every Sin; 


By Day, their Mouths draw near to God. 


V. 


And, while his Judgments long delay, 
They grow ſecure, and ſin the more: 
They think He ſleeps, as well as They; 


x And put far off the dreadful Hour. 


VI. 


O dreadful Hour! When God draws near, 
And ſets their Crimes before their Eyes; 


His Wrath, their guilty Souls, ſhall tear, 


And no Deliverer dare to riſe ! 


—— —— ow - n 
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